The genus Hemerocallis of Liliaceae is commonly called day-lily, and is a garden plant the breed of which has been improved. This genus is distributed widely from southern Europe to the temperate zone of Asia. The roots of Hemerocallis fulva var. kwanso REGEL have been used as a diuretic, anastaltic and antiphlogistic agent in traditional Chinese medicine, 1) and they show an activity to extend sleep.
) groups.
4) It showed a quasi-molecular ion peak of [MϩNa] ϩ at m/z 781, and a fragment ion peak due to [MϪC 5 H 9 O 4 ] ϩ at m/z 625 in the positive ion FAB-MS. The high resolution (HR) FAB-MS analysis gave an [MϩNa] ϩ ion at m/z 781.4001, which corresponds to the composition C 38 H 62 O 15 Na. The 1 H-NMR spectrum displayed signals due to four steroidal methyls at d 0.77, 1.10, 1.32 and 1.39, in which two methyl signals (d 1.10, 1.32) are doublets, eight methylene protons and twelve methine protons, including four methine protons attached to the carbons bearing a hydroxyl group at d 4.11 (dd, Jϭ2.0, 9.2 Hz), 4.23 (d, Jϭ 2.0 Hz), 4.60 (ddd, Jϭ4.0, 9.2, 11.5 Hz) , and 4.81 (ddd, Jϭ4.0, 5.0, 9.0 Hz) for the aglycone, and signals for two anomeric protons at d 5.03 (Jϭ7.5 Hz) and 5.12 (Jϭ7.3 Hz) . All 38 carbons appeared in the 13 C-NMR spectrum of 1 (Tables 1, 2). Thus carbohydrate moieties consisted of hexose and pentose. Each carbon signal was assigned by C-H shift correlation spectroscopy (COSY) and distortionless enhancement by polarization transfer (DEPT). Furthermore, the 13 C-NMR spectrum exhibited seven carbon signals attached to an oxygen atom in the aglycone moiety at d 64. 3, 71.8, 73.0, 75.1, 81.6, 89.7, and 111.3 , and two anomeric carbon signals at d 101.3 and 108.1. Acid hydrolysis of 1 with 1 M hydrochloric acid in dioxane-H 2 O (1 : 1, v/v) gave D-glucose and L-arabinose as the carbohydrate moieties. The 13 C-NMR spectrum of 1 was quite similar to that of neotokoronin 5) ex-cept for the chemical shifts of carbons in ring F and the additional signals of glucose. The hydroxyl group in ring F was located at C-24, which was supported by the spin-coupling system through the 1 H-1 H COSY spectrum and the heteronuclear multiple bond connectivity (HMBC) correlation from H-23 (d 2.11, 2.12) and H-27 (d 1.32) to C-24 (d 73.0). The S configuration of the hydroxyl group at C-24 was shown by nuclear Overhauser enhancement spectroscopy (NOESY) spectrum, giving a cross peak between H-26ax and H-24ax and was confirmed from the coupling constants of H-23, H-24 and H-25. The locations of two carbohydrates were assigned to be 1-O-a-L-arabinopyranosyl and 24-O-b -D-glucopyranosyl by the correlations of the anomeric protons of Dglucose at d 5.03 (Jϭ7.5 Hz) and L-arabinose at d 5.12 (Jϭ7.3 Hz) to the carbinyl carbons at d 73.0 (C-24) and 89.7 (C-1), respectively, in the HMBC spectrum (Fig. 1) . Consequently, hemeroside A (1) was assigned as (24S,25R)-5b -spirostan-1b ,2b ,3a,24
Hemeroside B (2) ), spiroketal (982, 969Ͻ897, 866) groups. Acid hydrolysis of 2 gave D-galactose, D-glucose and D-xylose as the carbohydrate moieties, together with a known steroidal sapogenin, (25R)-5b -spirostan-1b ,3b -diol, that is, isorhodeasapogenin.
6) The 1 H-NMR spectrum of 2 showed 
Experimental
General Methods Optical rotations were determined on a Horiba digital polarimeter. IR spectra were measured with a Shimadzu FT-IR-8100 spectrometer. NMR spectra were recorded on a GE NMR OMEGA 600 instrument at 600 MHz ( 1 H) and 150 MHz ( 13 C) and on a Varian XL-300 instrument at 300 MHz Isolation of 1 and 2 The fresh aerial parts (2.5 kg) of Hemerocallis fulva var. kwanso collected at Shiga, Japan were extracted with methanol at room temperature for 1 week. The extract was concentrated and the residue (185 g) was subjected to chromatography on an adsorption resin (Diaion HP-20) column with water and then methanol. The water elution (65 g) was chromatographed on silica gel (80% ethanol) to yield the positive and negative fractions by Ehrlich's test. The positive fraction (20 g) was subjected to repeated column chromatography on silica gel, Sephadex LH-20 and reversed phase silica gel (ODS), successively, to give hemeroside A (25 mg) with oxypinnatanine.
7) The negative fraction was subjected to column chromatography on silica gel and ODS to give hemeroside B (15 mg 
